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-- Poverty and Inequality Statistically Unchanged --

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The 2005 increase in median household income is welcome news,
Chairman Jim Saxton said today. According to the Census Bureau release this morning,
inflation-adjusted median household income climbed to $46,326 last year. Relative to the
median, half of all household incomes rank higher and half lower. The Census release also
showed that the poverty rate and the level of income inequality were statistically unchanged in
2005.

“The increase in inflation-adjusted household income reported today is a reflection of the
favorable economic conditions prevailing in 2005,” Saxton said. “Although many households
experience significant income mobility, and no median household is actually the same between
any two years, this measure of income does reflect progress in 2005. The rise in household
income in 2005 is good news,” Saxton concluded.
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